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CONFIDENTIAL LA PAZ 2544 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, BL 

SUB J : PEREDA CONTINUES AS PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE FOR THE MOMENT 

REF: LA PAZ 2529 

1 . OUR EARLIER REPORT IN REFTEL THAT BOLIVIAN PRESIDENTIAL 
CANDIDATE JUAN PEREDA MIGHT WITHDRAW HIS CANDIDACY MARCH 29 
HAS PROVED FALSE. PEREDA GAVE AN EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW WITH 
THE AFTERNOON NEWSPAPER ULTIMA HORA IN WHICH HE DENIED 
CATEGORICALLY RUMORS THAT HE INTENDED TO WITHDRAW FROM 
THE RACE. 

2. PEREDA CAMPAIGN FORCES ALSO PREPARED A PRESS STATEMENT 

LATE IN THE AFTERNOON INDICATING THAT PEREDA INTENDS TO CONTINUE 
HIS CANDIDACY. THEREFORE, IT APPEARS PEREDA WILL, AS INDICATED 
EARLIER TO THE AMBASSADOR, AWAIT THE RESULTS OF BANZERS APRIL 3 
MEETING BEFORE DECIDING ON THE FUTURE OF HIS CANDIDACY. 

BOEKER 
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